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has to fall in Democrats’ favor.” 

Democrats have been steadily 
losing House and Senate mem- 
bers from Southern states. In 
2008, North Carolina voters 
elected eight Democrats to 
House seats as well as a Demo- 
cratic senator. Today, the state 
has two Republican senators 
and three Democratic House 
members. 

The House Blue Dog Coali- 
tion, a group of moderate Dem- 
ocrats, mostly from Southern 
states, had 54 members in 
2009. A year later, two dozen 
were gone in a year when Re- 
publicans regained the House 
majority. Centrist Democrats 
have never rebounded. 


Dems’ road to Southern 
success runs through NC 


Democrats are eyeing the 
politically purple Tar Heel State 
as a place where they can make 
gains. The party is targeting four 
House incumbents in the state, 
notably Charlotte-area Rep. 
Robert Pittenger. 

“North Carolina is a good 
place to see if there’s a political 
wave developing,” said Nathan 
Gonzales, editor and publisher 


African-American and millen- 
nial voters who were largely 
unenthusiastic about the party’s 
candidates in 2016. 

“There are a lot of dominoes 
that all have to fall in the right 
direction,” said Michael Bitzer, 
a political science professor at 
Catawba College in Salisbury. 
“Not saying it can’t happen, but 
it has to be targeted, and a lot 


of the nonpartisan Inside Elec- 
tions website. “If Democrats are 
on the verge of picking up a 
House seat in North Carolina, 
then they are probably at or 
near regaining the majority.” 
Flipping GOP districts in the 
state will be tough. Democrats 
still must find viable candidates 
in districts configured to protect 
incumbents, and must energize 
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WASHINGTON 

If Democrats are to recapture 
the majority in Congress next 
year and begin winning consis- 
tently in the South, the effort 
could begin with baby steps in 
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FAA worker 
arrested 

in pipe 
bomb case 


BY JOE MARUSAK 
jmarusak@charlotteobserver.com 


An air traffic controller at 
Charlotte Douglas International 
Airport and another man were 
arrested Friday on charges relat- 
ed to possessing a weapon of 
mass destruction. 

Paul George 
Dandan, 30, the 
FAA worker from 
Charlotte was 
jailed on $45,000 
bail. He was 
charged with 
acquiring, pos- 
sessing and trans- 
porting a weapon 
of mass destruction, police said 
late Friday. The weapon in ques- 
tion was a homemade pipe 
bomb, authorities said. The wea- 
pon was not at the airport, 
WSOC-TV reported. 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg police, 
in conjunction with the FBI, said 
they arrested and charged Dan- 
dan and 39-year-old Derrick 
Fells of Charlotte, who is accused 
of making the bomb. 

Police said Fells told them he 
made the bomb to use against a 
neighbor with whom he’d been 
feuding, then changed his mind 
and gave the pipe bomb to Dan- 
dan, a full-time FAA employee at 
the airport. 

The airport said Dandan had 
access only to the off-site air 
traffic control tower and not to 
the restricted areas of the termi- 
nal or ramp. “He did not have 
access to any aircraft at the air- 
port,” the airport statement said. 
The FAA said it has terminated 
Dandan’s access to the facility 
and is cooperating with law en- 
forcement authorities. 

Fells was charged with posses- 
sion of a weapon of mass de- 
struction and three counts of 
manufacturing a weapon of mass 
destruction. 

Police said the charges 
stemmed from a 911 call on Nov. 
3 that someone had a homemade 
explosive device in the 300 block 
of Minitree Lane, about a 10- 
minute drive north of the airport. 


Paul George 
Dandan 
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“I mean, look at all the teams that are out there doing their best to win a Super Bowl,” Billy Shue says of his quest. “Some teams that have 
been in the league over 30 years still haven’t won a Super Bowl yet.” 


Local runner won't give up 
on Charlotte Marathon dream 


Courtesy of Billy Shue 
Billy Shue finishes the 2015 
marathon wearing his Nike 
Livestrong baseball cap. 
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Billy Shue has a dream, and 
in that dream he is running. 

He’s running up Stonewall 
Street on the edge of his home- 
town’s city center, and though 
he’s been chugging along now 
for about 21⁄2 hours, he’s still 
holding a pace most people 
couldn’t maintain for a single 
minute. 

He makes the right turn onto 
Mint and sprints toward the 
finish line. Crowds roar, family 
members and friends shriek his 
name, and an announcer 
booms: 

“There he is, ladies and gentle- 
men, the 2017 winner of the 
Charlotte Marathon: BILLY 
SHUUUUUUUUUUUUE!!!”” 

That’s the dream for Shue for 
this morning: To win the mara- 


thon in the city he was born in, 
where he attended school K-12, 
and where he’s worked as a 
banker since graduating from 
Wake Forest and UNC Greens- 
boro’s business school. 

“My number one driver for 
doing the race is the hometown 
support,” says Shue, 33. “Peo- 
ple ask me, ‘Why don’t you do 
some of the bigger marathons 
around this time of year like 
New York or Chicago, where 
there are more spectators?’ and 
I think those are great races. 
But I’ve got family and friends 
from so many different facets 
of life - from my old days at 
Wells Fargo and my time at 
Bank of America, people from 
my church, people who I know 
through the swimming and 
cycling communities, the Char- 
lotte Running Club - who come 
out and cheer me on. And to 
me, one person who knows me 


Expect plenty of traffic delays in uptown 
Saturday from the marathon. 4A 


and cheers me on equals the 
cheers of a hundred people who 
don’t know me. 

“But the second motivation,” 
he says, “is it would be very 
nice to try to get that win.” 

He’s clearly a gifted runner. 
Since 2008, he has run Char- 
lotte’s only 26.2-mile road race 
seven times, finishing fifth 
twice, fourth three times, third 
once and second once: In 2011, 
he was the runner-up by just 96 
seconds. 

The funny thing is that - 
unlike most sports, which are 
ruled by schedules pitting one 
team or one individual against 
another in pre-arranged match- 
es - marathons and other foot- 
races are “open” events. Basi- 
cally, anyone who wants to 
show up (or not show up) is 
welcome to. 

On any given day, at any 
given race, you don’t know for 


SEE MARATHON, 14A 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
800-532-5350 or charlotteobserver.com/customer-service 


12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 


Business 
Classified 
Comics 


NOV. 9-19 


Southern 
Christmas 
Show. 


BUY ONLINE & SAVE *2 


+ 


THE PARK EXPO & 
CONFERENCE CENTER 


VALID ON ADULT 
ADMISSION ONLY. 


8A Editorial 20A Nation & World 15A 
9B Horoscope 10B Obituaries 18A 
10B Lottery 2A Sports 1B 


THE SOUTHERN 
CHRISTMAS SHOW 
IS TURNING 50! JOIN 
US TO CELEBRATE 
THE SILVER & GOLD 
ANNIVERSARY WITH 
AN ENTRANCE 
THAT LOOKS DOWN 
MEMORY LANE. 


*Sihiely, 


Mow 
a 50 is 


3520°5432 


FREE PARKING AT 

THE FORMER EASTLAND 
MALL AND CPCC 
PARKING DECK + 

FREE SHUTTLE TO 

AND FROM THE SHOW 
ON SAT., NOV. 11 ONLY! 


SouthernChristmasShow.com 


